August 28—Ki Tavo

Lily Glushakow-Smith, Jewish Learning Chair

Hello Towson Hillel!  I am Lily Glushakow-Smith, your Jewish learning chair.  Starting this week, I will be writing a weekly article on Parshat HaShavuo—the weekly Torah portion.

This week's Torah portion is Ki Tavo.  In Ki Tavo, we learn about the sacrifice of first fruits, (in the early Summer, i.e., Shavuot), we learn about tithes, and we learn about accepting both blessings and curses according to our level of commitment to following the commandments God set forth.

First fruits is about giving annually the very first pickings from your fields to God, to recognize all God has done for the people of Israel.  (Remember the Torah was given to the Israelites PRIOR to their entering Israel).  This bringing of a fruit sacrifice became obsolete after the destruction of the temple; later in the year when we cover Shavuot, however, we will examine this again.

Tithing is a concept many have heard of.  Who do the tithes go to?  They go to the Levite, the stranger, the fatherless, and the widow.  The Levite, because the priests are too busy performing priestly acts to have land.  In fact, in the map of the original 12 tribes, The Levites do NOT have any land in Israel.  Thus part of our tithes must go to support the Levites.  The stranger, the fatherless, and the widow are all those who have inhibited means of supporting themselves as well.  God has decreed that we use the tithes to take care of those less fortunate than ourselves—Jewish (fatherless and widow) and non Jewish (the stranger).

God addresses the concept of accepting responsibility in this parsha as well.  If one has earned the curses God gives, one must say “Amen” to those curses.  That is a fairly normal thing for a parent to say, if one generalizes curses to punishments.  “If you screw up you'll be punished, and don't complain about it!”  Conversely, if one follows the rules faithfully, blessings will be bountiful.  Again, parents do reward good behavior.  “If you keep your room clean for a week, I'll take you for ice cream!”  Sadly, I never got the ice cream for that particular task.

Well, that wraps up this week's parsha.  I'm going to try to keep it a little shorter in the future.  Remember that until we hit Simchas Torah in a little over a month, we are reading what Moses recited to the people of Israel before they entered the holy land and he himself died.

Shabbat Shalom!

If you have any questions, comments, or suggestions, please feel free to e-mail me at lglush1@students.towson.edu

